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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER

Dear Friends,
It is with great sadness to hear of the death of His Royal Highness,
The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh on 9 April 2021. On behalf of Higham Parish Council
and residents we send our sincere condolences to Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth and the
Royal Family. May he rest in Peace.
As I draft my second Chairman’s letter, the world is still in a state of uncertainty. At this
stage we still don’t know whether we can hold our Annual Parish Assembly again this year in
April.
This past year has been one of unprecedented challenges, lockdowns, social distancing,
working from home, unavailability of officials, presenting very difficult circumstances to the
Parish Council. This has led to great difficulties, especially with planning matters. The Parish
Council have had to negotiate a steep learning curve embracing new technologies: ‘Zoom’, in
order to continue our work.
I would like to thank those Councillors who for various reasons have decided to stand down
this year. Their contributions have been invaluable, in particular, two long serving members,
Amanda Mendzil for her dedicated work in achieving the new children’s play area, which is
already much appreciated, for her role in the toddler’s playgroup in the library and for her
role as Vice Chair. Anne Carroll’s many years of service and, in particular, for organising
the volunteer drivers for the Friday luncheon club for the elderly. Unfortunately, due to the
lack of volunteer support this facility is no longer available. Rob Gilby who took on the role
of webmaster upon Clive Stanley’s retirement and Stewart Mackie for support. Both hold
roles within education and so are extremely busy at this moment in time. I sincerely thank
you all for your public service.
On the other hand, during the year, we have welcomed three new Parish Councillors: Toni
Stanton, Jamie Rivett and Nikki Fox. All are looking forward to their new roles and
responsibilities. Welcome as well to Mrs Linda Atkinson who has been appointed our new
website manager.
The village as a whole rose to the challenge that Coronavirus brought. I would like to thank,
on behalf of the whole Parish Council, all of our shopkeepers and in particular, the Anisa
Restaurant for providing free meals to NHS workers on Sunday lunchtimes, any surplus food
was taken to local hospitals – well done all of you.
Recently it became apparent that the opposition to the Nuralite expansion had failed. We
must ensure that the village and its residents are kept safe and to that end, with your help in
reporting to the Parish Council anything outside of the rules and regulations, following a 106
Agreement. For your guidance, this will be posted on our website in due course. The Parish
Council have reached agreement with the owners of the site, to visit on a regular basis, in fact
a visit and tour of the facilities has already taken place by four Parish Councillors and a
resident of Canal Road. We also have another campaign on our hands with regards to our
retention of the green belt. Thank you to everyone who responded to the petition.

Work to the Pavilion sited on the Recreation Ground is complete meeting KCC approval for
it to be used as a Nursery School. Preparation of the lease is ongoing in compliance with St
John’s College. It is anticipated that this facility will be opened later this year.
It is with much sadness that we said goodbye to Mrs Pat Oakeshott upon her sudden death on
11 January. Pat served as a Parish Councillor for over 30 years as well as being a Borough
Councillor, Mayor of Gravesham and a Freeman of the Borough. Pat will always be
remembered for her kindness, wise advice and charity fund-raising.
The Higham Village Sports Association have completed work on the newly refurbished
tennis, netball and football courts. These will be open for business soon. Well done to Jamie
Fox and Mike Holmes and their team of volunteers.
Thank you to Mrs Grattan and her staff at Higham Primary School in remaining open all In
closing I would urge you to support village amenities, local shops, Higham Village Club,
Public houses and also Higham Memorial Hall and its committee and the library, all of whom
need your support. I hope I haven’t missed anyone out, if I have, please accept my apologies
in advance.
A huge thank you to all my Parish Council team including County and Borough for their
solid support and individual expertise in dealing with such complex issues as ‘Future Hoo’,
the Lower Thames Crossing and other major planning issues affecting our village. Special
thanks and congratulations to Cllr Liz Jeffery on becoming Vice Chair and your support in
that role. Our Parish Clerk, Mrs Linda Carnell has worked tirelessly over the year, keeping
all the important administration in order, vital to the efficient running of the Council. Linda,
thank you and warm wishes from us all.
Thank you to all the village volunteers especially the litter pickers helping to keep our village
tidy and to the Speedwatch team led by Peter Leakey in trying to keep the roads safe. Thanks
also to Paul Hassell, KCC Community Warden and Ellie, our new PCSO, who has already
acted swiftly on an important matter in the village. Although they were not called upon this
winter, a huge thank you to our farmer friends who stand ready to offer their help with snow
clearance.
Many thanks to you all.

Councillor John Grey
Chair, Higham Parish Council

We would like to thank Michael Papadopulos for providing the photograph above of Pat Oakeshott

PROPOSED DATES FOR
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS – 2021
Please check on our website or Facebook page to see if these meetings
will be going ahead in view of the government restrictions imposed on us
at the present time.
Thursday, 29 April

Annual Parish Assembly by Zoom.

Tuesday, 4 May

Annual Parish Council Meeting and Parish
Council by Zoom.

Monday, 5 July
Monday, 6 September
Monday, 18 October
Monday, 22 November

Budget and Finance only.

Monday, 29 November
Members of the public are welcome to all meetings.

DON’T FORGET!
Please refer to Higham Parish Council for copies of the Agendas and Minutes of all our
meetings – www.higham-kent-pc.gov.uk
Dates for Proposed Parish Council meetings during 2021 are listed above. Members of
the public are welcome to all meetings.

ACTING PARISH CLERK
I have currently taken over as Acting Clerk for Higham. Unfortunately, Linda Carnall, who
has carried out an outstanding job for over 30 years, is currently unavailable. I also have the
post of Clerk to St Mary Hoo which is a small Parish on the Hoo Peninsula. I concentrate on
the Finances, Agendas and Minutes in line with government guidelines as set out in statute.
Originally, I was employed by Higham PC to take care of the website and Facebook page but
I have now stepped up as Acting Clerk.
To give you some background about me, I grew up in London but we moved to Welling,
Kent in my teens. My husband and I lived in Strood for over 30 years where we brought up

two children. We now have wonderful grandchildren. We live in High Halstow where I am
a Parish Councillor, so can see Parish Council issues from both sides.
Throughout my career I have worked as a Legal Secretary in the City of London having
worked for three of the largest firms in the world. Berwin Leighton (now merged and change
of name), Baker & McKenzie, which is an American law firm who have offices all over the
world. The last one being Clifford Chance for whom I worked for over 17 years. They are
based at Canary Wharf. Clifford Chance is also a huge law firm with offices all over the
world. I had the opportunity of travelling to Germany to train others during my time there. It
was a happy time for me. I had the advantage of excellent training from all three and feel
fully qualified to work locally as a Clerk. I have undertaken extensive Clerk training with
Kent Association of Local Councils and am halfway through my CILCA qualification
(Certificate in Local Council Administration).
I am looking forward to meeting you at events in the village or catching up with you on the
phone if you need any help with an issue regarding the village.
E-mail:

Clerk@higham-kent-pc.gov.uk

Telephone:

07771 644562.

Linda Atkinson

HIGHAM PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT
Last year has been an exceptional year as we all know and because of this and other
unexpected events we have not received as many reports as in the past. Some organisations
and bodies have not been able to meet and others have had nothing to report. We apologise
for these shortages and we look forward to the future editions including more about what
goes on in the community.

SIMPLIFIED DRAFT STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2020/2021
Higham Parish Council apologises for the delay in publishing the Annual Accounts this year,
due to unforeseen circumstances.
Once the accounts are finalised a copy of the audited accounts for the financial year ended
31.3.21 will be available for public inspection in Higham Library.

KENT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCIL (KALC)
There have been no regular meetings of KALC during the past year, due to the Coronavirus
pandemic.
At the end of April, a meeting of local Gravesham members will take place via Zoom.

Councillor Alan Howard and Councillor John Grey

PARISH WEBSITE
The website has been designed as a ‘go to’ on-line source for information on local events and
issues, village news, village photographs and information on village organisations. We also
publish Parish Council meeting dates, minutes and agendas.
It also provides detailed information on the Lower Thames Crossing, the Nuralite planning
application, reporting services, Councillor & Community Warden Surgeries, Gardens for
Pleasure Competition and much, much more. Any village group or society is welcome to
publish important information for the community. Why not take a look at the new Higham
Parish Council website and make it your first port of call for local information: www.highamkent-pc.gov.uk
Let us know what you think – use our ‘Contact Us’ form to send us your comments.
In response to the Higham Village Plan, and in addition to our new website, we have also
recently launched (January 2020) an updated Facebook page. The Parish Council use this to
further advertise events, information and initiatives that we are involved with to reach an
even wider audience. Take a look and find Higham Parish Council on Facebook.
Remember – you will be able to find a copy of this 2021 newsletter on our website (in our
News section).

Mrs Linda Atkinson, Web Manager

VILLAGE CORRESPONDENT
Higham has a village correspondent who is your link to the local press in the Gravesham
area. If your group or association have any news they wish to share please contact LIZ
JEFFERY on telephone 01474 747090 or by e-mail: jefferyelizabeth18@googlemail.com

STOP THE GREENBELT GRAB
Following Consultation on the Local Plan in 2018, Gravesham Borough Council (GBC)
considered the representations received and gathered additional information to inform the
amount of housing, employment and retail development needed in the Borough up to 2036.
In 2020 GBC consulted again on these issues and the options for determining where future
development could take place in order to meet the supply set by the government in
Westminster, which is higher than needed to meet the predicted increase in the number of
households in Gravesham.
They sought views on several proposed sites for housing and employment in addition to those
already allocated in the Local Plan Core Strategy.
The sites identified in Higham were calculated to accommodate 1810 homes which would
result in doubling the population of the village if they were all developed.
Villages and communities across the Borough worked together with the Campaign for the
Protection of Rural England (CPRE) to make sure that residents were aware of the
consultation and the implications on the Greenbelt land.
The consultation closed on 31 December 2020 and the Parish Council response can be found
on our website at: www.higham-kent-pc.gov.uk

Sue Sparks

RURAL HOUSING
Gravesham Borough Council did not convene any Rural Housing meetings in the past year.

Cllr John Grey

FUTURE HOO
As parishioners may be aware, Medway Council have for some years been contemplating a
new settlement on the Hoo Peninsular. Medway Council have now settled on proposals to
build around Hoo and Chattenden.
As a result of these proposals there is a need to improve the infrastructure to support the
considerable number of new dwellings. These include enlarging and re-modelling the Four
Elms roundabout on the A289 and the next roundabout on Frindsbury Hill (leading to the

Medway City estate and the Tunnel); the construction of an off-slip (travelling north) and a
corresponding on-slip (travelling south), to/from Higham Road, Wainscott from the A289
and then a widening and reorganisation of the roads from there through Chattenden to rejoin
the A289 near Homeleigh Garden Centre.
At the same time, they also propose to reintroduce passenger traffic on the Hundred of Hoo
railway line from Hoo junction as far as a new station at Sharnal Street. This will involve
widening the single track railway to double track for that part of its length from Hoo Junction
to the sidings at Brett’s works and then a passing loop between there and the new station in
order to allow freight trains and passenger trains to pass. Apparently, the railway was
originally constructed for double track. The proposals to have a reverse loop at Hoo Junction
to allow trains to travel from Sharnal Street through Higham station and towards the Medway
Towns has been dropped and the service appears to be aimed at commuters wishing to go to
London. As part of these works, third rail power supply will be added to the tracks. There
are various proposals relating to the footpaths which cross the railway at track level and also
for the accommodation crossing north of St Mary’s Church (where an overbridge is
proposed).
Medway Council have received a grant from central Government to undertake the highway
improvement works and to progress the rail proposals. A condition of the grant is that the
Highways improvements have to be completed and opened by 31 March 2024.
Your Parish Council have made representations to try and avoid the road proposals increasing
‘rat running’ through the village, particularly when there is disruption on the A2, M2 or
A289, and also on the proposed alterations to the footpaths and the new proposed overbridge
to take vehicles over the railway north of St Mary’s Church.

Cllr David Martin

LOWER THAMES CROSSING
The Lower Thames Crossing (LTC) is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).
To get permission to build and operate the new crossing, Highways England (HE) must seek
consent through a special planning process and be awarded a Development Consent Order
(DCO) from the government’s independent planning authority, the Planning
Inspectorate.
The application for the LTC was submitted last year but on 20 November 2020 HE withdrew
their application based on early feedback from the Planning Inspectorate.

HE is collating the information required for the specific points raised and will be resubmitting
the application a little later in 2021.

The Parish Council continues to discuss the issues that have an impact on the village and its
residents. There may be further consultation on specific issues.
The Parish Council Website and Facebook page will be updated to alert you to issues,
changes and consultations.
Further information can be found on HE Lower Thames Crossing website.
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/lower-thames-crossing/

Sue Sparks

DEFIBRILLATORS IN OUR VILLAGE
The Parish Council has been able to install two more Defibrillators in the village with
funding from a KCC Grant and money raised by local groups. These are vitally important
pieces of equipment that help to increase chances of survival of a cardiac arrest. For every
minute it takes for the defibrillator to reach someone and deliver a shock, their chances of
survival reduce by up to 10%. Only 3% of cardiac arrests happen within the recommended
retrieval distance of a defibrillator.
Our Defibrillators are located:


On the Recreation Ground in School Lane – fixed to the fence of the Pavilion by the
Play Equipment.



At the Doctors Surgery in Hermitage Road – to the left of the entrance door.



At the Railway Station – on the outside of the building – to the right of the entrance to
the ticket office.

The equipment is stored in a bright yellow locked cabinet – the code to open the cabinet will
be given to you when you phone the Ambulance Service on 999.
You don’t need to be trained to use a defibrillator – anyone can use it. There are clear
instructions on how to attach the defibrillator pads. It then assesses the heart rhythm and will
only instruct you to deliver a shock if it’s needed. You cannot deliver a shock accidentally;
the defibrillator will only allow you to shock if it is needed.

Sue Sparks

POWER CUT? CALL 105
105 is a new three-digit national power cut phone line that people can call to report, or get
information about, power cuts if you find yourself without power during severe weather or
other incidents. Instead of calling your energy supply company (that you pay your bills to)
the new 105 number will put you straight through to your local electricity network operator
(in the case of Higham this is UK Power Networks).
You can also call 105 with any welfare concerns related to a power cut, or if you are worried
about the safety of over or underground electricity cables or substations.
You can call 105 from most landlines or mobile phones and calls are free of charge.
More information can be found at: www.powercut105.com

PROBLEMS!
If you should spot a street light not lit or a pothole developing in a road, please personally
report it direct to Kent Highways on 03000 418181 (Monday to Friday 09.00-17.00).
Emergency out-of-hours issues only can be reported on 03000 419191 (Monday to Friday
17.00-09.00 and all weekend). Please provide as much information as possible, for example,
which property is the problem outside of, number on lamp standard, how deep the pothole is
etc., as this means that it will be dealt with more quickly and a specific reference number will
be given for you to check on progress.

Thank you.

SNOW AND ICE – USEFUL INFORMATION
When snow and ice are forecast... just a reminder that the salt bins in the village have been
filled by KCC. The mixture in the bins is for use on village roads and pavements. Please do
not use it on your home drives and paths.
Updates on weather and road conditions will be posted on the Parish Council Website or you
can contact us via e-mail at: clerk@higham-kent-pc.gov.uk or telephone 07771 644562.
Weather updates can be found at: www.metoffice.gov.uk/public/weather/warnings.
The Kent County Council Twitter account is a good source of information:
https://twitter.com/KentHighways.
KCC Highways Traffic updates can be found at: www.kenttraffic.info

Cold weather advice at https://kccmediahub.net/cold-weather-warning-kent-urged-tokeep-warm-and-well745

CROSSING POINTS AND FOOTPATHS
PARISHIONERS ARE RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED NOT TO OBSTRUCT
MOBILITY SCOOTER CROSSING POINTS WITH DROPPED KERBS WITHIN THE
VILLAGE BY PARKING OVER THEM AS THESE ARE NOW BEING MONITORED
BY THE POLICE.
PLEASE TAKE CARE NOT TO OBSTRUCT THE FOOTPATH IN ANY WAY FOR
OTHERS.

KENT’S FIRST BEE-FRIENDLY BUS STOP IS IN HIGHAM
A couple of months ago you may have noticed that Higham has a brand new bus shelter on
the Gravesend Road. This bus shelter is a bee-friendly shelter and is the first of its kind in
Kent. Higham Parish Council and the residents of Higham funded 50% of this landmark
project for Kent. The remainder was funded by grant donations from KCC.
As well as providing bus users with somewhere to sit and shelter from the elements, the roof
of the shelter is covered with sedum and wildflowers that can attract bees and other species of
pollinators to help with the plight of pollinators across the country.
The bus shelter forms part of a KCC’s Bee action plan which is actively seeking to reverse
the ‘serious’ decline of pollinators in the UK, including bees, moths and butterflies.
The Parish Council is delighted with the new shelter that will not only benefit our
parishioners, but also benefit important pollinators too.

Higham Parish Council

HIGHAM GARDENS FOR PLEASURE COMPETITION
Higham Parish Council were not able to organise the annual garden
competition in 2020, due to the Coronavirus pandemic. Sadly, this is the case again next
year, but all residents are encouraged to support the competition hopefully in the summer of
2022.
Cllr Liz. Jeffery

PLAY AREA ON THE RECREATION GROUND
Higham Parish Council is pleased to announce that the long-awaited new children’s play area
situated on the recreation ground is now complete and open for use.
The Mayor of Gravesham, Councillor John Caller, Councillor Bryan Sweetland (Kent County
Council), Gravesham Borough and Higham Parish Council Councillors Harold Craske and
Les Pearton, Higham Parish Council Chair, Councillor John Grey and Amanda Mendzil
officially opened the play area on Tuesday, 3 November 2020 in a low-key and sociallydistanced ceremony.
The old play area was tired and uninviting, but following discussions at Parish Council
meetings it was agreed to put plans in place to bring it up to date and make it more attractive.
Amanda Mendzil, took on the challenge with the full support of the Parish Council and began
the task of looking into designs, costings and of seeking out financial assistance to make the
project happen.
The Parish Council considered that some of the new equipment should be accessible to all
and this has been accomplished in the pieces of equipment chosen.
To assist in the financing of the project, Higham Parish Council made grant applications to
several national bodies and were delighted to receive financial support from the National
Lottery, Kent County Council, Gravesham Borough Council and from donations by local
groups, including Higham Quilters along with funds from the Parish Council.
Whilst the lockdown situation caused a delay to starting the work, once restrictions were
eased the work began straight away and was quickly and efficiently carried out by
Playground Projects Ltd, the Parish Council’s contractor for this project.
Higham Parish Council would like to give a special mention to local residents Sylvia Rolfe,
Jeegna Patel Jones and Emma Aldous who together with many others in the village
generously gave their time, ideas and donations towards the completion of the play area,
which is now being enjoyed by children in the village and beyond!

Higham Parish Council

ALLOTMENTS
The Parish Council Allotment Plots are behind Thamesview Cottages, off Hermitage Road.
These are for local people to rent and grow plants, vegetables and fruit.
The annual allotment rent is £25 per year, with the allotment year running from 1 April to 31
March. The rent covers the cost of water, which is provided via several taps along the length
of the plots.

Last year during the long hot summer the allotments provided fresh air, exercise, a good
range of tasty crops and much needed escapism from the pandemic. An additional eight
allotments were brought into use, bringing the total of plots to 64.
If you are interested in a plot, please contact Linda Atkinson, Acting Parish Clerk, as follows:
Telephone:

07771 644562

E-mail:

Clerk@higham-kent-pc.gov.uk

At times of high demand for a plot, a Waiting List system operates and priority will be given
to Higham residents.
Sue Sparks

HIGHAM FOOTPATHS and RIGHTS OF WAYS
2020 turned out to be one of the most challenging for many people. The unusual
circumstances also affected the Footpaths and Byways in the Higham area.
With so many more people getting out into the countryside for exercise and relaxation during
the restrictions, the pressure on the footpaths began to take its toll towards the end of the
year. The increased footfall combined with an unprecedented level of rainfall has produced
some very muddy and slippery areas. Trees have been affected by the high winds and the
sodden ground conditions have seen farmers having to clear footpaths when many have
fallen.
The main Bridleways have remained in mostly good condition due to hard surfacing.
Overall, the landowners have maintained the footpaths very well despite the conditions.
A downside of the increased use of the footpaths by people who may be enjoying the rights
of way for possibly the first time was that wandering away from the paths onto private areas
has increased to a previously unheard-of level. On many occasions, farmers were reporting
people walking through and damaging crops and also going into sensitive natural areas. We
have an excellent footpath system in our area and there should be no need to ‘wander off’, but
watching four people at a dead end 100 metres from a footpath all looking at their phone apps
and all pointing in different directions was quite amusing. But the family setting up a cricket
pitch in a wheat field because they ‘thought it was grass’ did stretch the farmer’s
patience.
Route maps are available online and at the library (when it reopens) which show
the designated paths in the area for you to continue to enjoy exercise in the countryside safely
and without damaging the environment.
Let us hope that 2021 brings a better outlook for everyone.
Graham Jeffery

CHARLES DICKENS COMMEMORATION

On 9 June 2020, The Mayor of Gravesham, Councillor John Caller, Parish Council Chair,
Councillor John Grey along with two parish Councillors met, socially distanced at the
Charles Dickens Sign on the A226 by Gad's Hill School.
Decorative planters had been purchased by the Parish Council and planted up with the
novelists’ favourite flowers by Oakleigh Nurseries of Lower Higham. The Mayor was
pleased to thank the Parish Council for their effort in commemorating the 150-year
anniversary of his death despite the restrictions which were in place. The Parish Council
send thanks also to Carol Janz who kindly tended them during the summer.

Liz Jeffery

If you see fly tipping in progress – phone 999 and report it to the Police.
If you find fly tipping – report it to Gravesham Borough Council
www.gravesham.gov.uk/flytipping or phone 01474 337000.
If you are looking for someone to get rid of rubbish for you – follow these guidelines:

DOGS
Supplies of dog waste bags continue to be available for Higham residents from Higham
Library.
DON’T FORGET AS LONG AS YOUR DOG WASTE IS IN A BAG IT CAN BE PLACED
IN ANY RUBBISH BIN WITHIN THE VILLAGE.
BAG IT -- BIN IT!

PCSO
Happy New Year to Higham residents and Council. I hope you are all keeping well in this
pandemic.
Police Community Support Officer Joanne Hartley would like to say farewell to you all, as I
have moved on to a new role within the department and I would like to introduce my
colleague, Ellie Middleton. Ellie has been with us for a while now and is moving to the rural
location to learn more and develop her skills as a PCSO. Ellie has been patrolling her new

beat in the last month and getting to grips with the area as well as introducing herself to as
many people as possible. Due to the current situation Ellie has not been able to introduce
herself to many of the people within the community but I am sure she will soon. I have
enjoyed my time being at Higham and have met some lovely people. I wish you all the best
and hope you keep safe. Now I will hand you over to Ellie.
PCSO Joanne Hartley

Hello residents of Higham, I am happy to be moving over to my new rural beat and look
forward to working with you all. I have been a PCSO for two years within Northfleet and am
now looking to move onto a new challenge. I have been trying to introduce myself to
everyone but due to the pandemic this has be difficult. Jo has given me a good hand over and
given me details of issues that Higham have been facing. I look forward to meeting you all,
keep safe.
My email address is: ellie.middleton2@kent.police.uk
I work full time shifts of early and late turns but I will try to respond back to you as soon as
possible, if urgent then report this via 999/101.
Thank you.
PCSO Ellie Middleton

COMMUNITY WARDEN
The Community Warden can be contacted as follows:
Office:

01474 814963

Mobile:

07811 271256

Website:

www.kent.gov.uk/communitywardens

Paul Hassell, Community Warden

HIGHAM SPEED WATCH
Higham Speed Watch is one of several schemes in Kent supported by Kent Police which
monitors traffic speeds throughout the County. Although no drivers are prosecuted,
persistent offenders do receive a letter from the Police reminding them of the dangers of
speeding. Kent Police may also carry out their own checks in areas where there have been a

high number of speeding vehicles reported. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer to
help keep Higham roads safe, please go to the Community Speed Watch website:
www.communityspeedwatch.org
and click on register and follow the links to Higham Speed Watch Group. Or, you may e-mail
me at peter@pleakey.co.uk
Volunteers can come to as many or as few sessions (which last one hour) as they wish.

Peter Leakey
Group Co-ordinator

Telephone: 07815 721966

The PARISH CHURCH of St JOHN, HIGHAM

2020 was difficult and confusing in Church life as elsewhere. Three and a half months normal
life, three and a half compulsorily closed. Four months working under restricted practices:
compulsory masks, no singing, communion in one kind, limited numbers, seat booking, extra
services. Then in November closed again and December restrictions re-imposed.
2021 brought about a limited opening leading into what will end up being two-three months
voluntary closure because of the epidemic’s impact. When Church and Hall had to close no
services or activities were allowed to take place in the building though funerals, led by the
Vicar, continued at the crematoria. Worship, however, continued daily online. Mass
celebrated in various clergy homes was watched via facetime briefly, then via Skype for a
month before finally settling on the more reliable Zoom. Even Church Council meetings and
Bible Study groups have been held this way. Daily worship never ceased and, when allowed
back into Church, it continued to be zoomed for those continuing to shield through the
autumn and winter months.
When we reopened in July, even in the subsequent lockdowns, access inside Church, for
private prayer, was to a very restricted area which is easily sanitised daily. Later lockdowns
also meant extending Zoom onto St John’s Facebook, and, lately, All Saints Perry Street
Facebook after Fr James also became their parish priest in December. Worship was extended
on Zoom to also offer Morning and Evening Prayer. All weddings were cancelled or
postponed. All baptisms were cancelled except one which was able to take place in October:
it had limited numbers, and was zoomed to Canada. All planned services in St Mary’s were
abandoned too. Apart from daily mass the only services in St. John’s, after lockdown, were
funerals: the vast majority of these, and sadly there were very many, were held under similar
restrictions at the crematoria.
Emails, once or twice a week, are now the norm to about 80 people. Bulletins and leaflets are
now allowed in the porch whereas initially nothing was available. The Church magazine

‘The Bridge’ went online for many months until we could print again under precautions and
safeguards for all involved.
The Gravesham Foodbank donations box continued throughout the year and was well
supported not only by Church members but by villagers too. December was particularly
generous. It is collected, in the Church Porch, every last Saturday and Sunday a month.
Leaflets, detailing their needs, are available and it is also noted on our website and Facebook.
Also, every day in the porch there is a box for postage stamps which the Kent Association for
the Blind sell for funds.
Thank you to all who have helped in any way under very trying times, especially our
congregation for continual and gracious financial support. Information about the Church can
be found at:
Website:

www.highamparishchurch.org.uk

on Facebook and Twitter or by ringing Fr James Southward at the Vicarage: Tel. 01634717360

Fr James Southward, Vicar of Higham

HIGHAM CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Supporting one another
At the start of 2020, we reflected on the particular association of the numeric of that year of
our Lord with vision, perfect vision. In looking forward to that New Year, we also looked
forward to celebrating the 200th anniversary in 2021 of the building of the first chapel on the
School Lane site. A foundation based on vision: the vision for the people of Higham of those
Christians who visited us from the Medway Towns over 200 years ago and reached out to our
community with the message of hope of the Christian Gospel.
None of us, in that anticipation and looking forward last year, could have foreseen just how
2020 was to unfold. Probably for the first time in its 200 years, our chapel, along with so
many other places of worship, had to close with the lockdown. And the rest is history, as
they say.
When that history is written, one theme will be the impact of the restrictions on people’s
lives, the isolation and the sadness that so many families and communities have experienced.
We pray that God will comfort and bless all those who have suffered, and who continue to
experience that loneliness, that sense of loss and the disruption to their lives.
Another theme will be the love and self-sacrifice, exemplified by Captain Tom: communities
and neighbourhoods coming together and reaching out in love and concern to those in need.
There are too many examples to mention and we give thanks that our community in Higham

has been blessed by so many who have simply looked out for one another and their
neighbours. All of those who have volunteered, our community organisations, and our shops
have kept us going and served us so well.
And how will we ever forget all those heroes in front line services who have continued to
serve, care for us and protect us – the extra mile and more and often at risk to themselves.
Thank you!
As we look forward to easing ourselves out of the present lockdown, we pray that we can
hold onto and maintain the good things that have come out of this long and challenging
experience: all those acts of kindness and care for each other borne of the love that God
implants in us. Those founder Christians in 1821 would have read the same Bible verses in
Galatians Chapter 6 that inspire us today: “let us not be weary in well doing; and as we
therefore have opportunity, let us do good to all men...” As we plan to celebrate their legacy
this anniversary year, and when circumstances permit, we give thanks for God’s faithfulness
and love to generations in Higham over the 200 years past. We hope that many of you will
be able to share that blessing with us in whatever form our celebration takes. Meanwhile, we
would love to pray for you, and with you as current Government guidance permits. We
warmly invite you to contact us with your requests for prayer – just let us know by e-mail or
a note through our side door in School Lane.

Peter Relf,

Telephone: 01474 322195

(Secretary)

E-mail: pmyrw65@gmail.com

THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CHURCH
It has been so nice to see so many visitors coming to St Mary’s over the past year. When the
sad decision was made to cancel and postpone all the events of 2020, we thought St Mary’s
would be closed for most of that time. Happily, this has not been the case! After a brief
closure, the doors were unlocked and the visitors returned. Most of them have been walkers,
coming to get some fresh air and to enjoy the wonderful surrounding landscape and views.
For those visiting Lower Higham for the first time, St Mary’s has been a surprising
discovery, with a pretty graveyard and a beautiful building to explore. Anyone visiting over
the Christmas period would have had the additional pleasure of the Christmas tree, lighting
up the cool interior.
This year we are tentatively planning a couple of events – with the relevant social distancing
measures in place. In August, This is My Theatre will, hopefully, be performing ‘The Secret
Garden’. Once dates are set, you can book tickets with them directly at
thisismytheatre.com.
We are also planning activities for The Heritage Open Days in September. This is a national
festival of history and culture which opens up the wonderful and varied heritage sites across

the country, bringing visitors from near and far. Although the plan has not been finalised for
this event yet, please keep a look out on heritageopendays.org.uk.
Both events will be on www.stmaryschurchhigham.com once plans have been set.
If you would like to become a Friend of St Mary’s and give an annual donation, please see
our website for details.
Everyone is always welcome to come and visit. The daffodils, tulips and wild flowers are
starting to emerge around the graveyard so it is well worth a stroll down to see.

Emily Wright

HIGHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL
Although 2020 (and the start of 2021) has been a difficult year for Higham Primary School,
its pupils, staff, governors and parents, have all worked very hard to support the school and
do their best and for that I am so proud of everyone for what they have achieved. Through
working together and supporting each other we have and will continue to get through this
pandemic.
2020 was a year of hand sanitiser, PPE, enhanced cleaning and social distancing. 2021 has
started much the same. We started 2020 with optimism and plans for the remainder of the
academic year. Sadly, from March 2020 these plans all changed and culminated in the school
closing to most pupils from 23 March 2020 to 22 July 2020.
We then found ourselves in an unusual position, we were working with some pupils in school
but most remotely, a first for all of us and a new situation that we needed to adapt to.
All staff at Higham Primary School have tackled the challenges posed by Covid-19 head on
and I am thankful to each and every one of them. From the premises team, kitchen team,
office team, teaching assistants and teachers, each and every one of them has given their all
and worked tirelessly to ensure we can support our pupils and provide a safe learning
environment that encourages and supports our pupils.
Lockdown 1 started on 23 March 2020, there was an air of uncertainty for when pupils would
fully return and we found ourselves supporting a few pupils of key workers. Staff worked on
a rota to support children in school, provide work for children working at home and
supporting their own children at the same time, a challenge, but we did it. The school felt
like a ghost town and it hit us all how much we missed having all of our children in school.
As the weather improved outside learning took place in the school grounds as much as
possible to keep everyone safe.
During the week of 15 June we welcomed just under half of our Year R pupils back into
school and a third of our Year 1 pupils. From 29 June we were then able to welcome our
Year 5 and 6 pupils back into school, not all of Year 5 and Year 6 joined us but it was great
to see some of our older pupils back in school, some for their last time. It was a pleasure to

open the gates to more children and watch them skip into school. To hear children’s voices
in a number of areas in the school was a joy, to hear laughter on the playground lifted our
spirits, we were starting to get back to normal, or a ‘new normal’ as we later found out.
In July 2020 we were able to offer all pupils the opportunity to attend a transition story time
with their new teacher for September and to have the opportunity to say goodbye to their
existing teacher. At least two thirds of the pupils in each class attended their session and this
helped pupils to prepare for the next academic year and to see that school is still safe.
Our Year 6 pupils were moving on, we needed to find a way to say goodbye and for them to
celebrate their seven years at Higham Primary School. How could we do this whilst also
keeping everyone safe? A socially distanced picnic was the answer. On 20 July all of our
Year 6 pupils were invited into school for a socially distanced picnic with all staff on the
school field. The children played games within two bubbles, had a socially distanced lunch
with two lines of excited children. Bakes were handed out, lockdown stories told and it was
great to see them all. A big thank you to the school PTA who paid for the local ice cream van
to visit and provide each child and member of staff with an ice cream. The picnic ended with
a celebratory parade through an archway of staff to say goodbye, a moment I will not forget.
It was not the end of term activities we usually had, but the ‘lockdown leavers crew of 2020’
made the most of every minute. Because we were unable to hold our annual leavers
assembly, in October 2020 we held individual presentations to present each child with their
leavers certificate and trophy. It was great to have our leavers back in school and they all
looked so smart in their secondary school uniforms and leavers hoodies.
On 3 September 2020 we opened the gates to everyone once again, a very special moment,
we got our school back! Staggered starts for all year groups meant a safe return for all pupils
and staff. This was a change that everyone had to get used to but this worked well as time
went on.
From Monday 28 September our new Year R pupils joined us full time and our school was
now complete again The children settled back into school life better than expected and they
were all working so hard. Assemblies by zoom became the norm on a Friday afternoon and
the younger children told me I was now famous as they had seen me on the telly! Bubbles
were the order for the day (not the blowing kind unfortunately!) and staff and pupils only saw
members of other bubbles through a screen during TEAMS meetings and zoom assemblies.
Part way through Term 1 face masks on the playground became routine for staff and parents.
In November 2020 all staff were asked to wear face masks whilst on the school site, when not
in their allocated area of the school, to protect each other and the children.
On 23 November we had to close our first bubble. Year 1 and year 2 had to isolate for 14
days as members of staff tested positive for Covid-19, this was a shock and worried
everyone. Within a week we had to isolate three more year groups, due to more cases and the
school was once again quiet with only 2 year groups in school. The children adapted to
working on TEAMS and remote learning started. On 10 December I myself tested positive
for Covid-19 and this meant that there was insufficient staff in school and the school had to
close for the remainder of term 2. We had so many plans for Christmas celebrations in
school, however none of these could happen. We hope to make up for that with some Easter
activities and next Christmas will be a big one!

As we started 2021 and term 3, another lockdown, this time schools closed again. Once
again pupils of critical workers and vulnerable pupils were able to carry out remote learning
in school supported by teaching assistants. Staff, once again, did everything they could to
support pupils and colleagues whilst supporting their own families and being very anxious
themselves. We provided as many laptops as we could to those who needed them. We were
overwhelmed by the generosity of the community. Laptops were donated by many people.
A special thank you to all the individuals who donated laptops and to Robinson, Michael and
Jackson in Strood who donated five laptops. The donated laptops have made a big difference
to a number of our families, allowing them easier access to remote learning and supporting
the well-being of both parents and pupils.
We held weekly live catch-up sessions for each class once a week during the third lockdown,
this enabled pupils to see their teachers, have fun interactions with peers and for us to check
our pupils were ok. These sessions brought lots of laughter and I have never before seen the
inside of so many houses in one go!
This pandemic has dealt Higham Primary School with many challenges and as I write this we
are now planning for the next stage of the year, once again the full return of all of our pupils
on 8 March. This third lockdown has been more challenging for everyone, especially our
pupils who have had to deal with yet another change to their education. Our pupils are
resilient and amazing and all of the staff at Higham Primary School are so proud of what they
have achieved, we can’t wait to have them all back and look forward to supporting each other
to move forward and develop.

Mrs Grattan, Headteacher

HIGHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL GOVERNORS
I usually take this opportunity to reflect on the previous 12 months and report on the
successes of Higham Primary School with Key Stage 1 & 2 results, community events
participation and sporting achievements. However, this year I find that replaced with talk
about bubbles, hand sanitiser, deep cleaning, lockdown restrictions and social distancing
caused by the Pandemic that is Corona Virus.
2020 has been a year like no other right across the world with the word
‘unprecedented’ used in every walk of life. Higham Primary School is no
different with challenges faced by the Governors and Senior Leadership Team, in
reacting to events and leading the school has been a huge undertaking.
The school rightly adhered to Government and Local guidelines with the safety of all staff, all
pupils and their families being paramount in everything that was decided in our plans.
I am proud to say that the school was open for vulnerable children and the children of key
workers right the way through Lockdown 1 from late March 2020 until the end of term in
July. Lessons were set for home learning across all year groups initially and teachers were in

contact with pupils through the lockdown period to check well-being through this difficult
time.
As restrictions were gradually eased in June, we welcomed back firstly Year R and Year 1,
then Year 6 and finally Year 5. Not all children returned to school across those years through
understandable apprehension from parents. However, when children returned to school for
the first time changes were evident, eg staff and pupils temperatures being checked before
entering the school, social distancing guidelines in operation for parents at the gate and pupils
in school. Naturally, parents were anxious as they left their children at the gate but the
children were soon heading across the playground to get back to their classroom and see their
friends. They were clearly looking forward to being back in school.
The school was a little different but it was also not too different that it frightened the children.
The school produced a video for the school website, before the return, to give parents peace
of mind and to give the children an idea of what to expect around school.
We did manage to give the Year 6 pupils a send-off from Higham Primary School, before
they started their new secondary education in September. They were able to say goodbye to
friends and have a socially distanced picnic in July. It is such a shame that their last months
at Higham Primary School after seven years did not culminate in the usual activities of
Enterprise Week, trips, barbecue and the big goodbye on the last day of term.
September saw the school reopen for all pupils with staggered start times and new drop off
and pick-up procedures in place which were successful in keeping parents, pupils and staff
safe. The usual school learning commenced with a high emphasis on pupils catching up from
their missed schooling. Extra funding from Central Government has been allocated and class
teachers and teaching assistants have been providing booster catch up groups Ofsted paid the
school a visit in Term 1 for a one-day visit. Whilst this was not a usual visit where the
Inspectors tour the school, visit classrooms, observe lessons and then makes an adjudication
they did meet with the Senior Leadership Teams, SENCO and myself to understand the
challenges of Corona Virus on all pupils and, in particular, the impact on learning and
behaviour.
Pupil attendance at school was at a high level and compared well with usual non-Corona
Virus times, but as term 2 reached its final weeks pre- Christmas, so did the impact of Corona
Virus with pupils and staff having to self-isolate in line with National guidelines. Sadly, this
meant the usual Christmas events could not take place and the school had to close a week
earlier than scheduled due to insufficient staff being able to attend. A similar pattern was
evident across the county and the country as a whole.
As we entered January 2021 with national infection rates rising the school, once again, was
only open to children of key workers and vulnerable pupils. Two bubbles were operated, one
in the Infant years and one in the Junior years. The remaining pupils undertook home
learning remotely and as I write this report there is still no return date to normal school
learning. Parental support with home learning has been truly amazing along with pupil
adaptability.

From a Governing Body point of view school governance has continued through every
lockdown via Zoom Video Meetings. Budgets have been set, policies amended due to
Corona Virus measures, health and safety assessments and risk assessments reviewed with
every Government change.
I would like to thank the whole Governing Body for their support to the school over the last
unprecedented 12 months and the increased amount of time spent on Zoom Video Meetings
to support the teaching staff and pupils. I would also like to thank every single member of
staff for adapting to the most testing situations and the constant changes to keep the school
open and safe while delivering an exciting and informative curriculum.
However, I wish to make special mention of the Senior Leadership Team led by Mrs Grattan
to keep the school operating with the optimum learning experiences for the pupils in a safe
environment Also, the Site Manager, Mr Walton, who has ensured that the premises are not
only safe in usual times but was also adapted with guidelines from Central Government to
adhere to social distancing rules, without which the school could not reopen. Not only has he
worked tirelessly with the existing classrooms, extra cleaning and building modifications but
he has also taken on a major rebuild of the old bomb shelter area. It is a fantastic
transformation and is also an advert for recycling materials. I hope that one day soon we can
welcome the community back into the school for Summer Fairs to see the changes. I also
hope that next year I am able to provide a more traditional report once again celebrating a
normal school life and activities.
Finally, I have often mentioned in my annual report about the safety of the children, parents
and staff being paramount and have urged road users to calm their speed when passing the
school, particularly in the morning and afternoon drop off periods. Sadly, Gravesham
Council have given approval for the Nuralite development, however I hope that every
precaution will be taken to ensure that the daily route of the increased number of heavy
lorries full of materials will NOT be through the village and past the school along School
Lane, to ensure that no tragedy ever happens involving the children, parents or staff who
attend Higham Primary School.
2020 has been a year like no other and I am immensely proud of the way the School has
adapted to give the pupils the best possible learning experience in the most difficult of
circumstances.

Brian Maynard
Chair of Governors

GAD’S HILL SCHOOL
As Gad’s Hill School approaches its centenary in 2024, this last year has certainly been one
of the most extraordinary in its history to date – perhaps eclipsed only by the tumultuous

events of the late 1930s, when the advent of the Second World War saw Gad’s Hill’s teachers
and pupils evacuated en masse to a Lake District hotel for six long years.
However, a great deal was still achieved over the course of the year: we were delighted to be
able to invite a number of Higham village residents to join us for the impressive Senior
School production of Charles Dickens’ Oliver Twist; Major Hallatt, Chief Instructor of the
Royal Military School of Music, adjudicated a spellbinding Spring Music Festival; the new
Gad’s Hill House Art competition saw some excellent entries in a variety of media; our Year
11 leavers celebrated outstanding GCSE results; and our young sportspeople displayed their
talents in a number of fixtures and tournaments when these were permitted.
Furthermore, I am reminded of the quite remarkable way in which our community pulled
together at a time when cohesion and mutual support were most required. Immediately
following the announcement of a nationwide lockdown in March, my colleagues volunteered
in great numbers to supervise the children of critical workers, allowing these parents to
continue their vital work across Kent and Medway – in several cases in direct support of
Higham services. Pupils and teachers alike adapted to the ‘new normal’ of working from
home, and I was thrilled to see quite extraordinary efforts by so many children to ensure their
continued academic progress. Then, at the earliest opportunity, a phenomenal preparatory
effort by our support and teaching teams allowed us to welcome back children in every
permitted year group. Our pupils of all ages displayed an adaptability, resilience and
enthusiasm, of which they should all be very proud.
We were disappointed not to be able to celebrate fully the 150th anniversary of the death of
Charles Dickens here in Gad’s Hill Place during the summer months – with a series of events
that would surely have brought a great deal of national and international attention to the
village – but if the last twelve months have taught us anything, it is to remain grateful for
what we do have, and as we progress into 2021 we are excited to continue to work with our
wider parish community as an employer, a guardian of its heritage and an educator of its
children. As ever, I would be delighted to hear from any of our neighbours if they would like
to get in touch with me. I can be contacted via my PA, Mrs Barker, at
t.barker@gadshillschool.org.

Mr P K Savage
Headmaster

HIGHAM MEMORIAL HALL
2020 was a year to remember in everybody’s book! Who would have thought that by this
time (February 2021) the hall would still be closed although, hopefully, not for too much
longer.
However, although the hall has been closed for almost a year, work has still been going on.
Early in the first lockdown period we suffered several bouts of vandalism resulting in a total

of seven windows having to be replaced. As a result of this, we have reviewed our CCTV
system and will be replacing the existing system with a new one in the Spring, thanks to the
generosity of the Parish Council. We have also had to upgrade the heating system, the
emergency lighting and have fitted automatic sensor lights in the toilets. New external doors
are also due to be fitted to the changing room extension.
Like all businesses we have on-going expenses even when closed but, thanks to grants
obtained through the Council and Parish Council, we have been able to keep our head above
water.
When the Hall was able to reopen (briefly) in September we were pleased to be able to recruit
four new Trustees to our Committee. Although this has not yet been formalised due to us not
being able to hold our AGM, we look forward to welcoming them later in the year when I
know they will be keen to get fully involved.
Keith Bradley

HIGHAM LIBRARY
I hope you are all keeping well, who would of thought when I contacted everyone last March
to say that the libraries were closing due to the pandemic that a full year would pass before I
and staff were allowed back into the library.
Monday 12 April 2021, saw the next stage of the library service recovery and I thought now
would be a good time to let you know the plans that Kent County Council have in place to
slowly and safely re-open our library buildings.
We will continue to take a cautious and careful approach, prioritising customer and staff
safety above everything else.
All of the dates and details below are provisional and are subject to the Government’s
roadmap being achieved. Our website will be updated as and when things change:
www.kent.gov.uk/libraries.
Monday 12 April
Gravesend Library and Coldharbour Library opened for selected services only, these include
our new staff picks service, socially distanced bookshelf browsing, pre-bookable study space,
public computer use and Wi-Fi sessions.
All of the COVID-19 safety measures you expect will be in place. Opening times are
available on our website.
Monday 26 April
Higham Library opened for bookshelf browsing, pre-bookable public computer use,
study space and Wi-Fi sessions. Library Extra hours will not be available for the
foreseeable time.

Summer 2021

The re-opening of the newly refurbished local studies floor at Gravesend Library, re-starting
our regular library events, groups and activities and welcoming our partners and local groups
back into our library buildings. This is subject to the government’s roadmap being achieved
and any local circumstances to make sure our staff and visitors are safe. Our library website
will be updated when we have further details on this step.
Alongside our buildings, we also encourage you to continue using our online library and
archive services. This includes Ask a Kent Librarian, e-books, e-magazines and enewspapers, as well as the virtual events and activities on our social media channels. In
addition, the mobile library service continues to operate across the county offering our Select
and Collect service.
If you are interested in any of the groups or activities that have been mentioned, please
contact the staff at Higham Library on 03000 413131.
We look forward to safely welcoming you back and continuing our recovery journey. Thank
you for your continued support and patience.
If you have any further questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me by telephone
on 03000 413131.

Nicola Tubbs
Customer Service Development Librarian,
Gravesham District Libraries

HIGHAM LIBRARY SERVICE
Are you unable to visit the library because of ill health, disability or your caring
responsibilities? Let the library come to you. Our friendly volunteers can call at your home
on a regular basis bringing you books (including large print), audio books, films and CDs of
your choice. They will be happy to chat about the books you are enjoying and listen to what
you would like to read.

If you are interested in this service or know of anyone else who may need it, please contact us
on 0300 333 6022.

HIGHAM BOOK CLUB
The book club, which has continued to run during the year via Zoom sessions, is looking
forward to restarting as soon as the library re-opens. The club meets on the first Thursday of
the month from 6.45 to 8.45pm (times can be flexible). The Librarian will have the featured
book in the library so please ask for it.

Amanda Mendzil

HIGHAM WRITERS
Contact details for the Higham Writers are as follows:
E-mail:

Deniseleppard@btinternet.com

Telephone:

01474 822881

Website:

www.highamwritersgroup.co.uk

Denise Leppard

OBITUARY -- PAT OAKESHOTT
In memory of Pat Olive Oakeshott, who sadly passed away peacefully in her sleep on 11
January 2021 aged 90 years.
Born in Oldham, Lancashire, Pat trained as a nurse and spent most of her adult life in North
Kent. Following the death of her husband, Pat dedicated herself to the well-being of the
citizens of Higham and Gravesend and was appointed Mayor of the Borough of Gravesham
in 2007. She worked tirelessly for the good of the community in both her civic duties and
many charitable interests. Pat also served for over 30 years on Higham Parish Council.
Loving wife of Capt. Arthur Oakeshott (deceased), caring mother, grandmother, greatgrandmother and dedicated public servant.

HIGHAM YOUTH CLUB
As with just about all clubs and societies, the Coronavirus pandemic of 2020 meant that
Higham Youth Club had to stop holding actual meetings, for the young people of Higham,

from March 2020 onwards. To date, no actual meetings have been held, but we are looking
forward to a time when they can take place again.
During 2020 the Youth Leaders from the Gr@nd did continue some contact with the young
people of the Youth Club through Zoom meetings and were always available for a chat
should the young people need it. They also offered plenty of activities to get involved in
through videos posted on social media. The Parish Council remains grateful to the Youth
Leaders of the Gr@nd for this continued support.
When actual meetings can take place again, young people aged 10 to 16 are welcome at the
Youth Club, which runs on Wednesday evenings, during term time, from 7.30 to 9.30pm in
the Memorial Hall. Young People can start at the beginning of the term in which they turn 10
years old.
The Youth Club survives with the help of four regular volunteers, but more volunteers are
needed just to supervise areas of activity. Even an odd evening here and there on a rota basis
would be greatly appreciated. If you are at all interested in being involved, please contact the
number below or just pop in sometime and we will be glad to talk to you about what is
needed.
For information on Higham Youth Club, please contact Stacey Manley as follows:
Telephone:

01474 320123

07856 474595
E-mail:

9.30am to 5pm

6pm to 9pm
stacey.manley@thegrand.org.uk

Pam Holmes

1ST HIGHAM SCOUT GROUP
Contact details are as follows:

Scout Group

Contact

Beaver Scouts

Andrea Jarman 01474 822192

Cub Scouts

Andrea Jarman 01474 822192

Scouts

Peter Allinson 01474 823806

Explorer Scouts

Stuart Halls 07854 385552

2ND HIGHAM BROWNIES
Higham Brownies can be contacted as follows:
Telephone:

01474 823500 or 01474 823538

E-mail:

2ndhighambrownies@gmail.com

Sharon & Krissi,
Tawny Owl & Sooty Owl

HIGHAM VILLAGE HISTORY GROUP
As the History Group’s season of events starts in May each year, we were forced to cancel all
events and activities planned for 2020/21 because of the Covid 19 restrictions. We hope to
re-book some of the speakers for later this year, assuming restrictions are lifted and the
Memorial Hall is again available for use. Fingers crossed.
During this time, we have been unable to access our collections housed in the library or hold
our monthly drop-in sessions for the public.
The organising committee did manage to hold some meetings, safely distanced in a member’s
garden last summer and then via Zoom. We found out that one of the best speakers that we
have had in recent years, Melanie Gibson-Barton, was presenting her talks via Zoom so we
booked her ‘Eva Braun: victim or contriver?’ and on 21 January we hosted our first Zoom
talk. The technology didn’t let us down and the evening was a great success. Another Zoom
talk was presented by the ever-popular Andrew Rootes at 8pm on 18 March 2021 and was
entitled ‘Higham’s past brought to life in colour’ and included photos that we haven’t seen
before. Part 2 of this is at 8pm on 5 May and we have Christoph Bull talking on Shorne on
10 June. Please see our website for details of these Zoom talks.
In collaboration with the Friends of St. Mary’s Church, we plan to contribute to Heritage
Open Days later this year. This year’s theme is Edible England.
When the library re-opens we will continue working on our archive collections, which are
stored there, and resume our monthly pop-in sessions.
For further information please consult our website www.highamvillagehistory.org.uk or
telephone the secretary on:01634 718285 or e-mail info@highamvillagehistory.org.uk
Kate Woollacott

HIGHAM VILLAGE SPORTS ASSOCIATION
What a busy year, which after a frustrating start, has seen the sports courts extended and
renovated to a very high standard. They are now fully operational and prior to the lockdown
in November, football training and one netball training session had already taken place. The
area around the courts has been tidied up and is more open so that visitors can see what is
happening.
Full funding was secured mainly through Sport England, Veolia Environmental Trust, Kent
Sport and Higham Parish Council, with additional donations from Higham Youth Club and
Eagles FC. The work was carried out through late summer and was officially opened by the
Mayor of Gravesham in October.
There will be other expenses in running the facility, so if any local businesses would like to
sponsor an advertising board, this would be welcomed. Contact us through Facebook.
A village netball team has been formed and started training, which we hope will attract more
members once outdoor activity is back. The committee is trying to find someone to run a
tennis club and we have also had enquiries from other groups. We would like villagers to be
able to book and use the facility as much as possible and we are looking to establish a more
convenient, on-line booking system in due course.
In the meantime, with lockdown easing and summer looming, the tennis courts can be booked
through our Facebook page, at £10 per hour for adults and £6 for Under 16s. This is for the
hire of the courts not per person. For other hire charges, such as club bookings, contact us
through our Facebook page: Higham Village Sports Association. If you need to find out
more about netball, contact Higham Netball Club on Facebook.

Mike Holmes
Secretary

01474 824265 or 07743 762868

EAGLES FOOTBALL CLUB
We are a Football Association (FA) Chartered Standard Club, ensuring we meet the
coaching, first aid, child protection and organisation standards required by the FA. The club
has been based in Higham now for over 40 years, with currently nine teams running from
under 7s to under 18s and two men’s teams who compete in the Medway Messenger Sunday
league. The younger teams U/7 to U/12 are in the North Kent Youth Football League and
U/13 to U/18 in Medway Messenger Youth League. Training is provided for four and five
year olds at Higham Primary School on Saturday mornings. All of our teams are managed by
FA Level 1 qualified coaches.
The ethos of the club remains unchanged. We provide football opportunities to local children
in a fun, safe and positive environment, where they further their football ability through
encouragement and quality coaching. We play to win, but we do not win at all costs.

The 42nd season for Eagles was not a very active one due to Covid and all the restrictions put
in place.
The first lockdown stopped all footballing activities. When restrictions were eased, we
ensured we carried out all the necessary precautions to make sure we kept everyone safe.
This included rearranging training sessions to ensure social distancing was maintained
throughout, allowing time for teams to leave before the next team arrived for their session
together with having sanitising stations on entry/exit and QR codes for attendees to log in to.
Restrictions also meant that our end of season presentation day could not be held and resulted
in individual teams having their own mini presentations. Not how Eagles usually like to
celebrate the seasons achievements of their players but at least they were still recognised and
trophies were awarded. We did manage to hold our raffle with every team selling tickets and
the draw being streamed live on Facebook.
Matches resumed for a short time but were stopped when infections started to rise again.
Although a difficult decision the club decided to cease training in order to protect the
managers, players and their families, especially over the festive season.
We now look forward and hope that 2021-2022 will be a season as we know it with training,
matches and social events.
We are always open to new joiners. If interested please contact Pat Jeal on 01474 822607 or
use the club website: www.highameagles.co.uk.

Pat Jeal

HIGHAM LIBRARY KNIT AND NATTER GROUP
The Group has met during the Covid Pandemic as, and when, Government Guidelines have
permitted – sometimes outdoors and in smaller groups in other venues as the Library was not
available. We are hopeful that normal meetings will resume during the summer.
We have continued to knit and have added more poppies to the collection which adorned
various venues in the autumn last year.
A new project was launched at the end of March with a spring scene on top of the Post Box
on Hermitage Road. A new scene is being planned and we hope everyone has enjoyed our
first attempt at Yarn Bombing. Individual members have been busy knitting their own
jumpers, toys, hats and scarves.
If anyone wants to help with knitting items for the Yarn Bombing or Poppies, do get in touch
with us. Look out on Facebook and in the Library for when our regular meetings get started
again and you will be welcome to come along – whether you are a beginner or an expert. We
can help you learn to knit or crochet.

Telephone: 07480 518493 or E-mail: sue3906@gmail.com

Sue Sparks

HIGHAM ACTIVE RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (HIARA)
2019 continued to be popular with our members enjoying crafts, games, quizzes and guest
speakers and more. At our Christmas tea party, we were entertained by The Matinee Singers
performing seasonal songs and carols and our members enjoyed refreshments.
However, early in 2020 we became aware of the Coronavirus. This had an immediate effect
on our club meetings. During this time we have had regular updates, information and advice
from KentARA, as well as the Higham Memorial Hall Committee.
The committee notified all our members that meetings were suspended. The Ramblers group
continued with socially distanced small gatherings on the Recreation Ground with their own
tea and cakes, whilst the weather was good and government guidelines allowed. The Club
was unable to hold its AGM in May, but the finance statement and officers’ reports were
received and these were published in the February newsletter. Following advice from
KentARA, the committee remained in their roles until such time that elections could be held.
In the Summer we sent letters to all members updating them on the situation.
As time went by, restrictions eased and we discussed the possibility of starting up in a small
way. Prebooking would be necessary, limited numbers of 30 persons and a fully trained
cleaning and sanitising team. But before any of these plans became operational further
restrictions came in.
Each year a charity is suggested and chosen by the members. Currently, we are supporting
the ADSS, Alzheimer’s and Dementia Support Services, based in Northfleet. In October, the
Mayor of Gravesham, Councillor John Caller, presented a donation cheque of £500 to the
Charities manager on our behalf.
Our committee have continued to produce the monthly newsletter which includes: stories and
photos from members, plus a quiz which is posted on to the HiARA website
www.HiARA.org.uk and over 20 members receive e-mail copies. At Christmas time each
member received an ADSS charity Christmas card.
The suspension of our meetings has had a big impact on the health and wellbeing of our
members and we are sad to report that we have had to say a final fond goodbye to several
members. Other family, friends and loved ones have also been affected. We thank all NHS
staff, key workers and many others for their hard work at this time.
It has become apparent how important clubs and organisations such as us are to the older
generation: combatting loneliness and providing social interaction. Our committee have
endeavoured to keep in touch with our members, either by phone, e-mail or meeting up with

them. The committee work behind the scenes to keep the club together. New members are
always welcome and a membership application is on the website or contact 01474 747090.
In these unprecedented times, we wish everyone good health and keep safe.

Liz Jeffery
HiARA Chair

HIGHAM CHORAL GROUP
Higham Choral Group has been unable to meet this past year due to government restrictions
but members have been able to keep in touch via social media. We hope to meet later in the
summer to prepare for a much longed for Christmas concert 2021 in Higham. We would be
pleased to see you once again at this normally well-attended event when restrictions are lifted
and larger gatherings allowed.

Sian Miller
Secretary

DICKENS COUNTRY PROTECTION SOCIETY (DCPS)
The coronavirus situation has meant that the Society has been unable to hold physical
meetings this year but has instead developed an on-line method with e-mail discussions. We
have been very busy as usual, continuing the basic work of monitoring and commenting on
(when considered appropriate) the various local planning applications being submitted to
both Gravesham and Medway councils. The Society also continually keeps under review
major plans affecting our area of interest and makes input and representations as and when
possible. More details can be found in our Newsletter sent out to Society members.
The Lower Thames Crossing consultation:
Highways England (HE) held a further ‘design refinement’ consultation in July 2020. The
Society again studied the thousands of pages of information that had been published in order
to formulate our response. HE then submitted their Development Consent Order application
(similar to seeking planning permission) to the Planning Inspectorate in October 2020 but had
to withdraw the application one month later as further work was going to be needed in order
for the application to be evaluated as satisfactory. The Society continues to keep a watch on
progress of these plans.

‘Future Hoo’ housing and infrastructure developments:
The Society is also monitoring these proposals as they develop. The plans to build tens of
thousands of new dwellings will regrettably change the Hoo Peninsula forever. Passenger
trains will be introduced on the ‘Hundred of Hoo’ line and there are threats and proposed
changes to footpaths that cross the line. New access roads and layout changes to existing
junctions are also proposed, which are in some respects an example of proactive planning but
will still put increased pressure on the A289 Wainscott Bypass and the A2/M2.
Other items that are particularly worth mentioning are:









Local Plans: Both Gravesham and Medway Councils are continuing their work to
produce finalised Local Plans, but both Authorities are now very vulnerable to
developer proposals as a result of Government penalties for failing to meet imposed
housing targets. The Society comments on the documents and proposals as they
become available.
Central Government planning reviews: The Society also responded to national
consultations such as ‘Planning for the Future’ in October 2020.
Nuralite redevelopment: DCPS opposed the redevelopment of the Nuralite site
because of the expansion of buildings into the Green Belt, potential contamination
risk to the North Kent Marshes and the likely traffic impacts from the redevelopment.
New Green Farm: The Society has been concerned about the proposals at New Green
Farm which could have landscape impact and cause increased traffic on the Lower
Higham Road.
Shornemead Level Crossing: The footpath crossing remains closed at present but we
understand that Network Rail are progressing their designs for a new footbridge.
Planning Appeals: The Society has submitted representations to several Planning
Appeals, which contributed to decision outcomes defending our area from potentially
damaging development.
Barn Dance cancellation: Due to the coronavirus situation the Society has been
unable to hold the popular event this year.

Society contact details: Mrs P Lippiatt, 01322 275389

Mrs Susan Lindley,
Committee Member of DCPS

HIGHAM VILLAGE CLUB
I imagine the majority of authors in this year’s Parish Newsletter will be talking about what a
year 2020 has been and this review is no different. Our Village Members Club has been
closed for much of 2020, due to the pandemic, from March to June; we have then had fire
breaks; a further UK lockdown from November to December and then the tiering system. All
this means is that under Government regulations we remained closed from 2 December to
date.

We made the Club covid-19 secure during the first lockdown, implemented new rules to
safeguard members and our staff, but covid-19 beat all of us around the UK.
But we are beginning to win that battle and looking forward rather than backwards.
Clearly, this has been a real worry as like any small business income is vital. We have had to
cancel so many regular and special events, none more so than the VE Day celebration we had
planned, as well as many private functions that we had in the diary.
Christmas and New Year did not happen as it didn’t happen for everyone.
The Club has, however, been well supported by Government grants, the furlough scheme and
some very vital Committee members and staff members. But, of course, it’s not been the
same.
We are in good shape and so looking forward to opening our doors, when we are told we can,
to welcome our members and their families back into the Club. Our Village Club boasts
history going back over 138 years and will continue to provide a welcoming atmosphere for
members and their families.
When we can open, your continued support will be vital and we hope that you will want to
get out and come and support the Club. Don’t forget Club prices are normally a few pence
cheaper than other like establishments Our regular entertainment will be reintroduced and
special events throughout the year resumed.
The Club’s main hall and facilities can be hired for parties, weddings, funerals and
anniversaries, for a small hire charge to members and non-members. You can still make
enquiries even though we are currently closed. The best way to contact us is to e-mail
initially.
All events are posted on our web site and also posted on Facebook and within the Club. If
you visit our web site www.highamvillageclub.co.uk and ‘sign up’ you will be the first to
know of events and offers within the Club.
Membership renewal and allotment fees will be due as soon as we can reopen.
Do check out our website or contact us as follows:
Website:

www.highamvillageclub.co.uk

Telephone:

01474 822456

E-mail:

highamvillageclub@aol.co.uk.

We look forward to seeing old and new faces as soon as we can reopen.

Mark Gray
(Secretary)
On behalf of the Management Committee

THAMES AND MEDWAY CANAL ASSOCIATION
Our portacabin was broken into recently by removing a steel mesh window guard, frame
strips and a double-glazed pane. Fortunately, they didn’t find anything worth taking and it
didn’t take us too long to put it back together as there is a wrecked portacabin on site we used
for spares.
A seating area and brush clearance has been completed at ‘The Vista’, a point along the
Nuralite section of towpath. Two seats and a litter bin have been installed on a slightly raised
area providing an excellent view towards the river. This overlooks the marshes giving bird
spotters a vantage point and others a rest point along this scenic stretch of towpath.
The Thames and Medway Canal Association (TMCA) are planning to hold an Open Day on
16 May with boat rides and various stalls to provide interest for all to be held at our base
along Mark Lane adjacent to the Old Sea School building (DA12 2HR). A number of old
outboard motors were donated last year and with some work we have managed to get two or
three running. We also have accumulated a number of boats which need restoration so this
will be the main project for the early part of the year including a boat storage area on the
southern bank of the canal adjacent to the coach operator’s site.
The summer project will be to cut the grass area around the Higham (Dung) Wharf site to
provide a mown grass area suitable for picnics and recreation adjacent to one of the shallow
pools just beyond the houses along Canal Road. Depending upon funding we hope to provide
seats and information boards like those along Mark Lane. One for the ‘Vista’ at Nuralite, one
at Shorne Mead crossing and one at the Obelisk. These will provide information on the
Canal, wildlife and the Obelisk.
We had success at the planning stage for the Albion development so will now have a
continuous unbroken waterway from the road crossings each end of the site instead of the
three shallow pools shown on the original development plans. Currently this section is
completely filled in, so the result will be a waterway even if it is not yet joined to the basin.
The next planning involvement was for the Nuralite site which resulted in the conclusion that
the canal section is too contaminated with asbestos to be excavated, however the developer
offered to help the TMCA in a number of ways also preparing a lottery funding application
should we feel it necessary to reposition the canal.
The Obelisk
Even back in the early 1800’s the City of London was trying to extend its influence. When
the Canal was built, fishing was not so much a pastime but to many a necessity. On
completion of the Canal, the company had to pay the City of Rochester for supplying water
from the River Medway and as the City of London governed the Thames they also claimed
their rights to the canal as it was connected via the basin at Gravesend. To settle this matter a
15ft high granite Obelisk was erected along the towpath at Higham. This being the boundary
stone between the Medway Waters and the London Waters. Fishing tolls were then paid to
the Medway Towns or London, depending which side of the Obelisk was being fished. Our
working party has planted spring flowers at various points along the canal and trimmed the
hedges by the Obelisk, cut brushwood and reeds to give a good view of the spring daffodils
around the base of the Obelisk.

There is lettering on all four sides of it which once read:
“This boundary stone to denote the jurisdiction of the Cities of Rochester and London on the
Medway and Thames Canal was erected in AD1829.”
“The Worshipful John Gibbs Mayor of the City of Rochester”
“The Right Honourable William Thompson Lord Mayor of The City of London”
London again tried to exert its influence on the taxes charged at the Gravesend basin. This
was locally rejected so a ‘duty free’ zone was declared to place the canal outside the area
where coal coming into London and the surrounding area had to pay a levy. This area around
the basin was duly marked by another similar sized obelisk which now stands in the Gordon
Memorial Gardens at the south eastern entrance to the Fort Gardens.

Dave Parnell

THE CLAIRE BUCKLEY SCHOOL OF DANCING
The Claire Buckley School of Dancing can be contacted as follows:
Home:
E-mail:

01634 220766 / Mobile: 07813 050493
cbuckley046@gmail.com

They can also be found on FACEBOOK.

DANCE FITNESS CLASS FOR OVER 50’S
For further information please contact:
Rebecca Grumbridge on 07968 482762

TURNER IRISH DANCE ACADEMY
For information on the Turner Irish Dance Academy please e-mail:
Turneracademy@live.co.uk and visit our website at: www.turneracademy.co.uk

TAI CHI GROUP
For information on the Tai Chi group please contact Steve on 07999 346050 or visit our
website at www.shizendo.co.uk.

YOGA FLOW WITH LEAH
For information on the Yoga Flow with Leah Club, please contact Leah on 07565 392320 or
visit the website: www.yogaflowwithleah.com

Leah Ferreira, Yoga Therapist & Health Coach

CONTACTING YOUR VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Beavers
Brownies
Choral Group – Sian Miller
Claire Buckley School of Dancing
Community Warden (Paul Hassell)
Congregational Church
Cub Scouts
Dance Fitness Class for the Over 50’s
Dickens Country Protection Society
Eagles Football Clubs
Explorer Scouts – Stuart Halls
Friends of St Mary’s Church
HiARA
Higham Bowlers
Higham CP School PTA
Higham Library
Higham Village Club
Higham Village History Group
Higham Village Sports Association
Higham Writers
Higham Youth Club – Stacey Manley
Kent Police
Memorial Hall (Bookings only)
Parish Clerk
PCSO – Ellie Middleton
Power cuts
Saint John’s Church – Fr. James Southward
Scouts

01474 822192
01474 823500
01474 823538
01634 366050
07973 441433
01634 220766
07813 050493
07811 271256
01474 322195
01474 822192
07968 482762
01322 275389
01474 822607
07854 385552
07762 054688
01474 822686
01474 742576
07519 941098
01474 823438
03000 413131
01474 822456
01634 718285
01474 824265
01474 822881
01474 320123 9.30am to 5pm
07856 474595 6 to 9pm
101 (non-emergency)
999 (emergency)
01474 822007
01474 822642
105
01634 717360
01474 823806

Tai Chi
Thames and Medway Canal Association
Village Correspondent, Liz Jeffery
Yoga Club

07999 346050
01474 743334
01474 747090
07565 392320
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BOROUGH COUNCILLORS
Cllr. Les Pearton
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COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Cllr. Bryan Sweetland

52 Downs Road,
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c/o House of Commons,
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Mrs Linda Carnall
ACTING CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL
Mrs Linda Atkinson

Phone:

07771 644562
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Copies of the Minutes of all Parish Council meetings are available for public inspection
within Higham Library or on the web site.

